M
anaging the political tensions caused by China's emergence as a major power within the shadow of American pre-eminence is an ongoing strategic problem. America sees itself as an honest broker without territorial ambitions that promotes peace, prosperity and democratization in the Asia-Pacific region. For many American observers, China's growing influence is worrisome because of fears China may pursue an agenda that runs counter to American goals and interests. The Chinese are aware of these fears that China is attempting to eclipse U.S. influence globally and especially in Asia and the Pacific. Chinese officials have therefore tried to assure the region that a stronger China will not threaten the legitimate interests of any Asia-Pacific country, including the United States. As an alternative to American pre-eminence in the Asia-Pacific region supported by key U.S. bilateral relationships with regional allies, the Chinese call for enhancing mutual trust between China, the U.S. and other Asian countries through participation in multilateral organizations. This is a clever diplomatic approach, employing the benign rhetoric of common security and multilateral dialogue to advance a framework that, if realized, would weaken America's position in Asia vis-à-vis China.
China believes its interests are better served by a world that is multipolar (with China as one of the great powers) rather than unipolar (with the United States as the dominant power), with major international activities decided consultatively rather than unilaterally. Chinese analysts have expressed hope that the North Korean nuclear weapons crisis and the difficulties encountered in Iraq have helped convinced the Bush administration that it needs the assent and cooperation of important countries such as China.
While characterizing the Sino-U.S. relationship as generally constructive, Beijing maintains plenty of disputes with Washington on specific strategic and political issues. Much of China's discontent on seemingly unrelated issues may be spillover from the Taiwan China's WTO obligations require considerable sacrifice and adjustment, so the Chinese have little sympathy for American complaints that China is getting a free ride. Chinese concessions will largely result from the judgment that it is necessary to assuage American pressure to preserve the influx of wealth and technology. Beijing's efforts over the next year may well be insufficient to quell persistent American discontent over the trade deficit and the renminbi. 
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